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The History of Yokohama Chinatown

In 1859, after the port of Yokohama was was opened to international trade,
Western merchants began to come to Yokohama. They brought with them
Chinese assistants to act as interpreters to facilitate their negotiations with
the Japanese. The Chinese played the role of middlemen in the tea and silk
trade as interpreters, money exchangers etc..

In those days, the Chinese also took jobs as chefs (cooking knife), tailors
(scissors), and barbers (haircutting scissors), known to be San ba dao
(meaning* the three knives").

However, the overseas Chinese who founded today's Chinatown were
predominantly involved in the restaurant business.
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The Chinese lived in one of the districts of the Foreigner's Residence Area
KAORI CREATE GLUCK YOKOHAMA (3F)

(Gaikokujin kyoriyuchi) and built there a theater, a Chinese resident's
association, and the Kanteibyo (a shrine dedicated to the popular deity
Kan-tei). They suffered greatly in the course of events such as First
Sino-Japanese War (1894-95), the Great Kanto Earthquake (1923) and
WW I, and their survival is to this day is a testament to their hard work
and co-operation.
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Chinatown Exit
(North Exit)
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In 1955, the Chinese residents built a gate called the Zenrinmon (meaning
"the Good Neighbor Gate") and the words Chuka-gai (meaning
"Chinatown") were first carved on this gate. Since then, Chuka-gai
became the name of the town replacing the former name of Nankin-machi
(meaning "Nanjing town"), Since then, more and more pailou (or
Chinese-style arches) have been built, and four gates constructed to the
south, east, north and west. Each gate is dedicated to separate deity, and
it is said that these deities countinually bestow their blessings on
Chinatown.
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Chinatown occupies an area of 500 square meters. Today, not only Chinese
but also Japanese own shops and live in this area and they are able to
co-exist harmoniously in a multinational community. The development of
Yokohama Chinatown has been based on a spirit of mutual friendship and
the culture of traditional China, and the result has been to create an attractive
and cozy town for visitors as well as the residents.
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